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Design Machine™ Overview 
 

Thank you for your purchase of Design Machine™ by Simply Reliable Software.  We 
believe this will be one of the most powerful tools in your toolbox.  Now every job big or 
small, commercial or residential, from electrical to networks to A/V can all have a proper 
drawing and cable schedule. 

Currently there are five versions of Design Machine™ all five will be covered in this user’s 
manual. 

Design Machine™ Standard provides the ability to create your own devices and projects 
for virtually any device in any industry. Standard is included with all Design Machines. 
Simply click to connect devices and watch your drawing build automatically. Additionally 
it creates a cable schedule with wire numbers and four printing choices, Tabloid/Super B, 
and Letter/A4 with your choice of sort by wire number or by room.  

Design Machine™ for AMX takes over once you have added all the devices into a Visual 
Architect program and created the System Report. Design Machine™ then reads the file in 
just a few minutes automatically creating a block schematic diagram for how the installers 
in the field should connect the system. Additionally it creates a cable schedule with wire 
numbers and four printing choices, Tabloid/Super B, and Letter/A4 with your choice of 
sort by wire number or by room.  

Design Machine™ for Control4 takes over once you have completed the bindings 
(connections) in Composer and saved the c4p file. Design Machine™ then reads the file in 
just a few minutes automatically creating a block schematic diagram for how the installers 
in the field should connect the system. Additionally it creates a cable schedule with wire 
numbers and four printing choices, Tabloid/Super B, and Letter/A4 with your choice of 
sort by wire number or by room. 

Design Machine™ for Crestron takes over once you have added all the devices into a 
Simple Windows program and saved the smw file. Design Machine™ then reads the file in 
just a few minutes automatically creating a block schematic diagram for how the installers 
in the field should connect the system. Additionally it creates a cable schedule with wire 
numbers and four printing choices, Tabloid/Super B, and Letter/A4 with your choice of 
sort by wire number or by room.  
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Design Machine™ SmartOffice provides the ability to import proposals from Simply 
Reliable’s SmartOffice.  Simply click to connect devices and watch your drawing build 
automatically. Additionally it creates a cable schedule with wire numbers and four 
printing choices, Tabloid/Super B, and Letter/A4 with your choice of sort by wire number 
or by room.  
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Required Software 
 

The Application 

Design Machine is a Windows based program.  You may use Windows XP, Vista, or 
Windows 7.  Simply reliable Software recommends Windows 7.  You can run Design 
Machine™ in a virtual Windows application on a Mac such as Parallels. 

The Drawing 

In order to view and/or print the drawing, Design Machine™ requires a version of Visio to 
be installed.  You may choose Visio Viewer, which you can download for free from 
Microsoft.  Should you want to adjust the drawing in Visio you will need either Visio 2007 
or Visio 2010.  These are sold separately and are not included with your purchase of 
Design Machine™.  However we strongly recommend that any changes to the drawing be 
implemented in Connection Center and then simply push the build drawing button again.  
This will update the .sr9 file associated with the project and is much faster. 

The Cable Schedule 

Design Machine™ creates a .xls file for printing the cable schedule.  If you have Microsoft 
Excel, then Design Machine™ will open that program upon creating the cable schedule.  
This function is supported for Excel 2007 and Excel 2010.  Should you not have Excel, 
then Design Machine™ will create a .csv file that you use in any program that supports 
comma separated values. 
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Choose a File Cont. 
 

Open an Existing Design Machine File (.sr9) 

This allows you to open a file you had previously been working in and continue.  Choose 
“Open an Existing Design Machine File (.sr9) and click “OK.”  This will open a window 
for browsing your files.  See page 14 for more information about file locations.  

Open an AMX File (.xml) 

In Visual Architect add devices in the program and connect them to their appropriate ports 
and save the file.  Then build the System Report inside Visual Architect.  Launch Design 
Machine™ and choose “Open an AMX file (.xml) then click “OK.”  The Drawing 
Preferences screen will then launch allowing you to make choices on how your drawing 
will be presented.   

Open a Control4 Composer File (.c4p) 

In Composer create your bindings (connections) and save the file.  Design Machine™ will 
look for these files in the Control4\Projects folder.  See more about file locations on page 
14.  Choose “Open a Control4 Composer File (.c4p) then click “OK.”  The Drawing 
Preferences screen will then launch allowing you to make choices on how your drawing 
will be presented.   

Open a Crestron File (.smw) 

In Simple Windows load the devices in the program and connect them to their appropriate 
ports and save the file.  Launch Design Machine™ and choose “Open a Crestron File 
(.smw) then click “OK.”  The Drawing Preferences screen will then launch allowing you to 
make choices on how your drawing will be presented.   

Import Proposal from SmartOffice 

Prior to launching Design Machine™ select the client and the proposal in SmartOffice.  
Launch Design Machine™ then choose “Import Proposal from SmartOffice” then click the 
OK button.  This will load the selected proposal into the Connection Center so that you 
can connect the devices.   

Prior to closing the Connection Center you can save the drawing.  It is saved as a .sr9 file 
extension.  For more on file locations see page 14.   
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Manage my Products 

Design Machine™ provides a database to store device information such as model number 
and connection points.  Here you can build new devices or import from your SmartOffice 
library. 

Recent Files 

Design Machine™ keeps track of the files you have been working in.  To go back to one 
of these files select the file in the “Recent Files” window and either double click or click 
once to select and then click the “OK” button to load the file. 
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File Locations 
 

Locating Your Files 

The first time Design Machine™ builds a project or creates a drawing it creates a folder in 
your documents folder called Design Machine.  It should look as follows:  

Windows 7/Vista C:\Users\User Name\Documents\Design Machine 

Windows XP C:\Documents and Settings\User Name\My Documents\Design Machine 

Inside the Design Machine folder you will find two additional folders; “Projects” and 
“Drawings”.  Design Machine™ saves the block schematic drawings and cable schedules 
in the “Drawings” folder.  The Project file (.sr9) is saved in the “Projects” folder. 
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Technical Support 
 

The Design Machine Online Community 

Design Machine™ is supported by an online forum called The Design Machine 
Community.  You must register to obtain access.  The Community is located at 
http://www.simplyreliable.com/community/ Simply Reliable monitors this site daily and 
will respond to your questions and/or issues within 24 hours. 

Video Training 

Training for all versions of The Design Machine™ can be found online at 
http://www.simplyreliable.com/newsite/supportdm/video.php  

E-Mail 

Click on http://www.simplyreliable.com/newsite/supportdm/emailform.php  to email your 
questions. 

Activation Code 

You may want to print this user’s manual and enter your activation code here as a 
reference.  You can locate this under “Help”/About Screen. 

Activation Code            

 

Thank you for choosing Design Machine™ 
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